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„ PeaAL_ES 
Why ſtandeſt thou ſo far off, O Lord, 
and hideft thy Face in the needful 
Time of Trouble? 
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HO UO che Almighty is every 
where preſent, yet when Pro- 
vidence permits the Sons of 
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Vuoolence, and the Workers of 
Iniquity, to proceed in a long Courſe of 


Wickedneſs, without interpoling for the 
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Reſcue and Relief of them who ſuffer 
Wrong; In ſuch a Caſe, the Lord is ſaid, 
in the Language of Scripture, to abſent 
himſelf from us, to fland afar , to with. 
draw the Light of his Countenance, and to 
hide his Face. The holy Pſalmiſt, whoſe 
Caſe was ſuch as is here repreſented, was 
free from all Doubt and Diſtruſt of Divine 
Goodneſs; was far from imagining, that the 
moſt High is ever wanting t behold and to 
obſerve the Things which are done upon 
Earth. Surely thou haſt ſeen it, faith he; 
for thou beholdeſt Ungodlineſs and Wrong. 
But knowing that Sinners are often made 
uſe of, as Scourges to chaſtiſe the Sins of 


others; are often employed as the Thunder- 
bolts of Heaven; the Pſalmiſt, before he 


prefumes to pray for Protection and Aſſiſt- 
ance from above, recollects the Reaſons for 
which he was ſo ſeverely puniſhed ; for 
which he was thus cut off from the Favour, 

and caſt away from the Preſence of God. 
Why ſtandeſt thou ho far of, O Lord, 

and hideſt thy Face in the needful Tin ime of 
T; rouble ? 
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A Conduct that ought to regulate our 
Behaviour, is here deſcribed : An Example 
that all of us ought to imitate, is here diſ- 
played to our View. Such is the Will of 
God, and ſuch is our unhappy Lot, that 
we are now encompaſſed with Enemies, at 
Home and Abroad; are ow expoſed to the 
Calamities of Foreign and Domeſtic War, A 
Cloud that ſeemed eaſy to be diſperſed ; that 
ſeemed no bigger, at firſt, than a Man's 
Hand; has gathered, and grown into a 
Tempeſt ; into ſo diffuſed and dreadful a 
Tempeſt, as to diſtract the Affairs of Three 
Kingdoms, and to ſhock the Power of a. 
wealthy, warlike, invincible People, who 
have long held a large Part of the Globe in 
Subjection, and have long kept the Tyrants 
and Oppreſſors of the Earth in Awe. What 
we are here to do on this important Occa- 
ſion, and on the preſent ſolemn Day, is what 
the Words of my Text ſuggeſt to our 
Thoughts. We are, firſt, to look back on 
our paſt Ways; to call our paſt Miſdoings 
to Remembrance; and to reflect on the ſe- 
veral Cauſes, which every Man's own Con- 
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ſcience can aſſign, Why thou ſtandeſt ſo far 
off, O Lord, and hideſt thy Face in the 
needful Time of Trouble, We are then, to 
humble ourſelves at the Throne of Grace, 
and to beg of our heavenly Father, that he 
would no Jonger be abſent from us, but 
would again be pleaſed to manifeſt his Pre- 
ſence, to ſend us Help from his holy Place, 
and to ſtretch forth his own refiſtleſs Arm 
in our Defence. 


IN reflecting on the Cauſes of our na- 
tional Diſtreſſes, and on thoſe manifold Pro- 
vocations which render us obnoxious to Di- 
vine Vengeance, we cannot but acknow- 
lege, that VWant of a due Value for Revealed 
Religion may, too juſtly, be latd to our 
Charge. 


Our own Underſtandings inform us, 
that the Will of God is the only unerring 
Rule of human Life, is a Rule that directs 
us to our true End, to our ultimate Good. 
That all Men might walk by this Rule, 
without falling into the Errors of Superſti- 
tion, an expreſs Revelation of the Divine 

Will 
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Will was given to all. The Son of God 
was ſent into the World, as an infallible 
Teacher of religions and moral Truth. 
Whatever is right, or good; whatever is 
neceſſary to be known, or fit to be practiſed ; 
is ſo clearly deſcribed in the Goſpel, that no 
one who reads the Word of God, can be 
ignorant of his Duty; that no one who 
treads in the Footſteps of Chriſt, can poſſibly 
go aſtray; that no one, who follows the 
Guidance of the Holy Spirit, pointing out 
the Way of Salvation in Scripture, can fail 
of arriving at Happineſs, either in the pre- 
ſent, or in a future State, But though Light 
is come into the World, yet fo fooliſh and 
perverſe are Men, as to /ove Darkneſs ra- 
ther than Light. 


AMONGST thoſe who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, many there are who know not 
God; who have never learnt Chriſt; who 
are Strangers to Natural and Revealed Re- 
ligion; who are Enemies to every Doctrine, 
and every Opinion, that is not agreeable to 
their own Prejudices, or their own Imagina- 
tions ; that is nat conducive to ſenſual Plea- 

ſure, 
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fare, or worldly Gain. Hence it is, that 
true Chriſtianity can ſcarce keep its Ground, 
aſſaulted as it is by numerous Adverſaries, 
who endeavour, by the Force of Wit and 
Malice, of Invective and Ridicule, to ren- 
der it an Object of Hatred and Contempt. 
Hence it is, that the public Worſhip of God 
is fallen almoſt under general Neglect; that 
the Name of God is blaſphemed, and pro- 
ſtituted to every idle and impious Purpoſe ; 
and that Oaths, which are the ſtrongeſt 
Bonds of Society, and which cannot be 
broken without the blackeſt Guilt, are every 
Day broken without a Senſe of Shame, 
without the leaſt Sign of Remorſe. Hence, 
too, it is, that Immorality and Superſtition, 


which always go Hand in Hand, go not out 


of our Streets, appear in every monſtrous 
Shape, and are traced in every miſchievous 
Effect. Shall I not wifit for theſe Things, 
faith the Lord; and ſhall not my Soul be 
avenged of ſuch a Nation as this? It was 
for theſe Things, that the Lord hath vi- 


fited other Nations, and other Kingdoms, 


mightier and more antient than ours; that 
the Monarchies of Af/yria, of Babylon, of 
Egypt, 
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Egypt, of Rome, were brought to Deſtruc- 
tion; that the Tribes of 7/r-ael were given 
as a Prey to their Enemies, were led into 
Captivity, and lived as Exiles, under the 
Rod of Oppreſſion, and under the Yoke of 
Bondage; and that the Remnant of the 


Fewiſh People, once a People highly fa- 


voured of Heaven, being become incor- 
rigible, were driven out of their own Land, 
and diſperſed over the Face of the whole 
Earth. 


FROM the Inſtances of Divine Ven- 
geance recorded in Hiſtory, and verified by 
Experience, it ought to be inferred, that 
unleſs we repent, we ſhall all ikewiſe periſh : 
Unleſs we adhere to the Profeſſion, and 
Practice of Chriſtianity, and behave for the 
future, as Children of the Light, our Light 


will be turned into Darkneſs, into the thick 


and palpable Darkneſs of Popiſb Superſti- 


tion, which has long been ſpreading its 


Horrors-around us; and ſeems to be break- 
Ing in Storms of Ruin over our Heads, 
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Or all the Puniſhments that can be in- 
flicted on us, a Puniſhment more ſevere 
than Popery cannot be inflicted in this World. 
Far from being a Part of Religion, which 
conſiſts in imitating God, in obeying his 
Will, in practiſing ſocial Virtue, and in pro- 
moting human Happineſs ; the whole Syſtem 
of Popery is a Syſtem of wordly Craft and 
Fraud, tending to enrich and aggrandize the 
Clergy, and to impoveriſh and enſlave the 
reſt of Mankind. The Name of Chriſtia- 
nity, which it ſtill retains, is retained only 
as a Cloak for thoſe unchriſtian Doctrines 
which are taught by its Pr:eſts ; which are 
taught in Contradiction to Scripture, to Rea- 
ſon, to Faith, to Senſe. What it calls the 
Cathelick Church, is one univerſal Mo- 
narchy under the ſupreme Direction of the 
Pope; who pretends to an unlimited Juriſ- 
diction in Secular as well as in Spiritual Af- 
fairs; who claims the whole Earth as his 
Patrimony; and exacts Obedience from all 
the Sons of Men. In order to procure an 
abſolute Subjection to his Will, he is not 
aſhamed, weak and miſguided as he is, to 

arrogate 
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arrogate to himſelf Infallibility, and to aſ- 


ſume ſuch a Power as extends over all 
earthly Things ; and even to the Height of 
Heaven, and to the Depth of Hell. A 
Power to remit Sin, and to exempt Sinners 
from penal Sufferings in another Life, by 
means of Abſolutions, Pardons, Indulgences, 
Maſes, which are bought and ſold to every 
one whoſe Hand is full of Bribes, and full of 
Gifts ; together with a Power of annexin 
endleſs Puniſhments to papal Cen/ures, Curſes, 
Excommunications, Interdifts : A Power to 
authorize Treaſon and Rebellion, Perfidiouſ- 
neſs and Treachery, Rapine and Murder : 
A Power to ſet up and pull down Kings; 
to erect and ſubvert Kingdoms; to waſte 
and diſpeople the World by Wars and Maſ- 
facres; and to root out every Inhabitant 
who incurs the fictitious Guilt of Hereſy, in 
not ſubmitting to the uſurped Authority of 
the Pope: Theſe are Powers which are im- 
piouſly claimed, and wickedly exerciſed, by 
a frail, fooliſh, ſinful Mortal; by an inſo- 
lent Prieſt, by the Biſhop of a foreign Dio- 
ceſe, the Dioceſe of Rome. 


C Tar 
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TAE Tyranny of the Roman Church is a 
moſt heavy and ignominious Yoke ; is 4 
Yoke that our Fathers were not able to bear: 
But yet it's a 7o4e that their degenerate Sons 
will be forced to bear, if we ſtill continue 
indifferent, and regardleſs of true Religion; 
if we will not rekindle our Zeal againſt Po- 
pery, and will not rowze up our beſt En- 
deayours to preſerve the Light of the Goſpel, 
and to aſſert that Liberty with which Chriſt 
has made us free, Whilſt we have ſept, 
the Enemy hath been buſy in ſowing Tares, 
which have grown up, and are almoſt ready 
to choke the Wheat, Unleſs we awake to a 
Sight of our Danger, and to a Senſe of qur 


Duty, Superſtition and Vice, which have 


ruined every other Nation, will alſo bring on 
our Ruin, will bring on the final Overthrow 
of our Church and State, 


War may here be aſſigned as another 
Cauſe of our National Dangers and Diſtreſſes, 
is, Want of publick Spirit, and of diſin- 
tereſted Love for our Country. 


How 


W 
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How many amongſt us profeſs, that the 
general Good is the only End of their Ac- 
tions, though it is proved, by their Actions 
that their own Intereſt is all they have at 
Heart? Corruption ſeems to ſpread its per- 
nicious and peſtilential Influence over our 
whole People; over the Court, the Conn. 
try, the Land, the Sea, Where-ever we 
turn our Eyes, we ſee the Footſteps of Self- 
;/bneſs, hunting after its Prey, ſeeking 10hone 
it may devour, enriching itſelf at the Ex- 
pence of others, and facrificing every pub” 
lick Advantage to its own ſordid and mer 
cenary Views. Inſtead of being united in 
the Service of our Country, we are now 
become a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, 
divided into oppoſite Parties, who follow 


their Leaders where-ever Ambition or Ava- 
rice points out the Way, Inſtead of love- 


ing one another as Brethren, our Minds are 
poſſeſſed with mutual Hatred, and mutual 
Diſtruſt ; no one being eſteemed a Brother, 
or looked on with an Eye of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, or even treated as an Object of natural 
Humanity, who is not of the ſame Faction 


with political Zealots; who is not diſtin- 
CY guiſhed 
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guiſhed by the ſame Party-marks, and the 
ſame Party-names. Thus has each Mem- 
ber conſpired to deſtroy the Body ; and 
Men, who never could agree in any other 
Point, have agreed to offer up the com- 
mon Gocd as a Victim to private Profit, and 
private Pique, Thus have our Enemies at 
home been enabled to diſturb the publick 
Peace, by filling every Corner of the Land 
with ſeditious Clamours, with unjuſt Com- 
plaints, with groundleſs Diſcontents; and 
thus have our Foes abroad been encouraged 
to add repeated Inſults and redoubled Wrongs 
to their former Provocations ; and to aſſault 
us with a 7wo-edged Sword, with the Sword 
of foreign and domeſtick War. And tho' 
perhaps we are now ſecured from the gather- 
ing together of the Froward, and from the 
Inſurrection of wicked Doers : Though a 
Multitude of Ryufians and Robbers, who 
have made daring Iuroads into the Kingdom, 
and have committed enormous Depreda- 
115ns, are flying before the Face of a brave 
heroick K oyal YoUTH, who commands the 
Heerts as well as Hands of our faithful, 
feartets, unconquered Troops ; yet, unleſs 


we 
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we ceaſe from Party- ſtrife, and combine to- 
gether for the Welfare and Defence of our 
Country; God, who ruleth over all, the 
God of Peace and Order, and not of Con- 
fuſion, will continue to pour out his Judg- 
ments upon us; will ſtill make us the Spoil 
and the Prey of Northern Savages, or of 
Southern Slaves, 


To the Cauſes of Divine Diſpleaſure ex- 
preſſed in our publick Calamities, we may 
add Ingratitude ſor paſt Deliverances, and 


Abuſe of the Mercies already received from 
God. 


AFTER a Night of ſad Diſmay, and ſore 
Trouble, during the Reign of a cruel Po- 
piſh Female Bigot, the renowned QUEEN 
ELISABETH was raiſed up by Providence 
to diſpel the Darkneſs of Pepery, to reſtore 
the Light of the Goſpel, and to gather the 
diſperſed, dejected, diminiſhed Protefants, 
under the ſame legal Government, and into 
the ſame Reformed Church : But a State of 
Eaſe and Security had no ſooner ſucceeded 
the paſt dreadful Storms, than Eaſe and Se- 

curity 
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curity produced new Dangers, and plunged 


us into freſh Diſtreſs. The old Leaven of 
Popery again fermented ; and a proud, im- 
poling, untolerating Spirit, that had lately 
been caſt out, was now called back, and 
admitted to take Poſſeſſion of Proteſtant 
Minds. They who had long been Sufferers 
for Conſcience- ſake, and had been plucked 
out of the Fire of Perſecution, were guilty 
of perſecuting their Fellow Proteſtants for 
not aſſenting to doubtful Doctrines, and for 
not complying with unneceſſary Rites. The 
various Sefs which were thus brought forth 
never ceaſed to hate and haraſs each other, 
till at length it pleaſed God to viſit us with 
the Scourge of Civil War, which ended in 
the Ruin of our Church and State, 


WurxN the Fudgments of Heaven were 
now in the Earth, happy had it been if 
the Inhabitants of it, if the People of this 
Land, had ſearnt Righteouſneſs; had im- 
proved under the Diſcipline of Afﬀfictions ; 
had become wiſer or better in any reſpect. 
But though our civil and religious Conſtitution 


<2as reſtored, a Reſtoration of true Religion 
and 
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and Virtue was ſtill wanting, was ſtil! 
wiſhed for by all good Men. Inſtead of re- 
turning into the Way of National Peace, 
and National Happineſs, we went more and 
more aſtray into every wretched and ruinous 
Courfe, Proteſtants continued to hate, to 
perſecute, to extirpate Proteſtants; whilſt 
our Popiſb Adverſaries were united under the 
Authority, and under the ProteQion of 
two Royal Brothers, who ſucceſſively diſ- 
honoured the Crown, and ſuceeſſively en- 
deavoured to reduce their Subjects under 
the Yoke of Popery, and arbitrary Power. 
By the Meaſures of theſe perfidious Princes, 
theſe Betrayers of their People, we were 
brought to the very Brink of Deſtruction ; 
when it pleaſed the Almighty once more to 
ſend us Deliverance, by ſending the late 
glorious KING WILLIAM to aſſert the 
Liberty and Laws of our Country, to re- 
eſtabliſh true Religion, and to expel P opi/h 
Superſtition and Tyranny from the Britifh 
Throne, 


Bur what have been our national Re- 
turns, for the Benefits derived from our 
2 Roya. 
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Royal BENEFacToR, for the preſent Security 
of our Civil and Religious Rights; for the 
Means of tranſmitting a legal and free Go- 
vernment to all the Generations which are 
yet to come? Can it be ſaid that we have 
made ſuitable, proper, juſt Returns? Or 
rather, muſt we not ſay, that we are ſtill a 
divided, diſcontented, unthankful People, 
murmuring at paſt Mercies ; complaining of 
preſent Bleſſings, pining in Proſperity, and 
reſtleſs under Eaſe ? When we ſearch the 
Hiſtories of former Reigns, can we meet 
with a King of a more unblemiſhed Cha- 
racer ; more deſerving of Publick Honour, 
and Popular Eſteem, better qualified, or 
better diſpoſed, to make his Subjects happy, 
than the nou-reigning KING; who cannot 
be charged with a ſingle oppreſſive or cruel 
Action, with the leaſt Breach of Law, or 
with the leaſt Violation of Right? And 
yet, with reſpect to his mild and paternal 
Government, how many of us are given to 
Change, to a moſt dreadful and deſtructive 
Change, that tends to dethrone our only 
rightful SOVEREIGN, and to bring us 
under the deſpotick Sway of an outlawed, at- 

tainted, 
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tainted, abjured Pretender, of an abſolute 
Dependent on the Power of France, of a 
devoted Slave to the See of Rome ? 


Ar r ER ſuch Ingratitude, and ſuch Abuſe 
of Divine Goodneſs, can it ſeem ſtrange, 
that the Anger of the Lord is kindled againſt 
us; and that he who hath ſo long ftretched 


forth his Hands, in vain, to a diſobedient 


and gainſaying People, ftandeth ſo far off, 
and bideth his Face in the needful Time of 
Trouble? It is of his Mercy alone, that we 
are not utterly conſumed ; that we are not yet 
devoured, at home, by a hungry, rapacious, 
rebellious Crew; and that [ong-projefed and 
long-prepared Invaſions from Abroad are 
ſtill delayed, are till diſappointed of Suc- 
ceſs, Who knoweth, ſhould we this Day 
repent, and draw near to God, but be will 
alſo draw near to us; will again pity bis 
People, and be jealous for his Land? The 
Divine Perfections and Promiſes give us 
Room to hope, that though our Sins are as 
Scarlet, they will ſoon become white as 
Snow; will no more be remembered in the 
Sight of God, F we ſeek him now with our 

D whole 
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whole Heart; if ue caſt away all our paſt 


Tranſgreſſions ; if we ceaſe to do Evil, if we 
learn to do well, 


Lr us then diſcharge theſe neceſſary 
Duties, and endeavour, by a timely and 
true Repentance, to obtain Remiſſion of 
all our Sins, through the Merits of Chr:/t 
Fefus our Lord. 


To whom, with the Father and the 


Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Praiſe, World without End. 
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* HE Duty of Preachers explained, in a 


Sermon preached before the Univerſity 
of Oxford. 

II. The ſinful Cauſes and fatal Effects of the 
Practice of Calumny and Defamation in religious 
Controverſy, deſcribed in a Sermon before the 
Univerſity. 

III. The Grounds and Rules of interpreting, 
and of trying the Interpretations of extraordi- 


nary Events, Cc. A Sermon before the Univer- 


ſity. 
IV. The Nature of Truth defined, Sc. in a 
Sermon preached at Sr. Paul's. 

V. The Character of being given to Change, 
applied to Governors, as well as Subjects, in a Ser- 
mon preached at Veſtminſter-Abbey, Nov. 5. 

VI. Self-Communion recommended, in a Ser- 
mon preached at S. Paul's. Publiſhed at the 
Requeſt of the Lord Mayor. 

VII. Popery difarmed, Sc. In a Sermon 
1 at the Cathedral Church of Worceſter, 

9. 5. | 

VIII. The Duty of conſidering our Ways, ex- 
plained in a Sermon preached at the Cathedral 
Church of Worceſter, April 11. 1744. being the 
Day appointed for a General Faſt. Publiſhed at 
the Requeſt of the Mayor, Aldermen, Cc. 


